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According to a hymn, “the Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord. She is his new creation
by water and the word.”

According to the Bible, the church is the Body of Christ, with Jesus at the head and people as the
parts of that body.

One might say, “People do. People make Church.” Others might say, “God does. God makes church,
creates the church, sustains the church, redeems the church.”

Another creating factor for Church is Resurrection, (what we celebrate with Easter this week!) the
forgiveness of sin, Communion, and the subsequent thanksgiving and gratitude and service. The gift
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is called ‘the Birthday of the Church,’ as the Spirit gives words to
disciples to share and preach, but I also believe Father and Son had been giving redemption, words,
and shape to the people of God for some time. Maybe Pentecost is just the icing on the cake.

According to the question, “Where do you go to church?”, church is more of a local unit of space and
time and place—what we call congregation.

According to the Nicene Creed, the Church is ‘one, holy, catholic, and apostolic,’ meaning Church is
bigger than locality or denomination or any other subset people might create. (Catholic means
‘universal’ not Roman Catholic.)

One of the reasons we say the Creed each Sunday is to state the belief and live into the reality that
church is larger than congregation. In so doing, we keep our minds oriented to all the gathering of
people that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit do outside the walls of any one building—the connection we
believers have to other believers. Hearing how Gentiles and Jews were called into fellowship with
each other (Acts 10) is one manifestation of Church. Having ecumenical Holy Week services at
different Cashiers congregations does the same thing. Having people of different ‘home’
denominations at Good Shepherd is another. Having a diocese with a bishop manifests the same
wider view of Church. Having an Archbishop of Canterbury also demonstrates worldwide
connections of faith.

WHAT MAKES CHURCH?
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We have a new Archbishop of Canterbury as of March 25—The Most
Reverend Sarah Mullally. You will read more about her in this Tidings
edition which contains articles about the wider church—as a reminder to
us all —that we are one very large Body of Christ—holy because God made
us, apostolic because of the faith passed along to us, and catholic because
universality goes beyond denomination and beyond planet to all God’s
created cosmos.

Speaking of the role of the Archbishop of Canterbury and as a ‘teaser’ for
the Sunday School Class on the Body of Christ, you will also read in this
Tidings some words from other Archbishops of Canterbury—and how they
have provided good spiritual direction during their tenures—some through
some troubling times in history.

I am thankful to be part of the local, universal, body of Christ with you, and
thankful for your warm, well-wishes at my ten years of being Rector and
Parish together. We are the Church.

God’s Peace, 

APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES

APRIL
BIRTHDAYS

4/1 ELIZABETH SUGG
4/2 JIM ARTHUR
4/3 ANN WROBLESKI
4/3 MARE ARENAS
4/4 RAINIER FINLEY
4/5 CHRIS BRACKEN
4/5 RUTH RUSS
4/5 ANN MUNDAY
4/5 TODD BROADBRIDGE
4/6 NATHAN HERNANDEZ
4/7 CURTIS LOFTIN
4/7 HELEN BERTLES-FERREIRA
4/7 CARROLL SUMMEROUR
4/7 BROOK OWENS
4/8 BARBARA CARLTON
4/9 THOMAS ADAMS
4/10 PHOEBE KING
4/11 ANNIE PRICE
4/12 CAROLINE BLAYLOCK
4/14 DAVID STRONG
4/14 SANDRA ANDERSON
4/14 PARKER ANDERSON
4/14 SOPHIE YAACOUB
4/15 TOM MURPHY
4/15 CLAY JONES
4/16 JULIE HART
4/16 SUSAN WARREN
4/16 BRAD LAZZARA
4/16 HENRY ECKMAN
4/18 JOHN BOATWRIGHT
4/18 ANNA ROBBINS
4/18 THOMAS DODGE
4/19 PERRIN DARGAN
4/20 JEAN ANN L'ENFANT
4/20 FRED HALBACK
4/22 KAREN DEAKIN
4/22 SHARON STRICKER
4/22 BETSEY WELTNER
4/22 MARLOWE POWELL
4/25 BELK DAUGHTRIDGE
4/25 DEDE MURTAGH
4/27 NED TURNBULL
4/28 BOB LATHAN
4/28 DON STONE
4/29 JANIS CLEMENTS

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY IS MISSING PLEASE CONTACT ELLEN AT 828-743-2359 OR GOODSHEPADMIN@FRONTIER.COM

4/5  JACK &  MARCIA STIBBS
4/8  RICHARD & VIRGINIA DECKER
4/17  BOB & PAM ANDERSON
4/23 RICHARD & IVY COOPER

Transitions

4/27  JOHN & SUSAN LEACH
4/28  ROBERT & SUZIE SINCLAIR
4/29  NEELY & KATHY YOUNG
4/30  CHRIS & HELEN HARMON

Death: 3/24/2026 Scottie Johnson
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New Sunday School Class at 10 am begins April 12

The Body of Christ: How are we connected? 

With a new Archbishop of Canterbury, the Right Rev. Sarah Mullaly, we in
the Anglican Communion are reminded once again that the Church is
more than a congregation and actually, that all Christians are in the one,
holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We will hear from several notable
Archbishops of Canterbury like William Temple, Michael Ramsey, Rowan
Williams, and Mullaly and discover how each contributed to shaping the
wider Body of Christ and the Anglican Communion over the last century.
Come and see! 
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Archbishop of Canterbury Sarah
Mullally was installed March 25 at a
service at Canterbury Cathedral
that was attended by leaders from
across the Anglican Communion,
including Presiding Bishop Sean
Rowe and several other
representatives from The Episcopal
Church. As the 106th archbishop of
Canterbury and the first woman to
hold that office, she acknowledged
that history and her unlikely path
to this moment in her sermon.

“I make this journey both on a
personal 

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY SARAH MULLALLY INSTALLED
MARCH 25, 2026

personal level … but more significantly I make this journey with others and in the footsteps of the
past,” she said, mentioning Thomas Becket, who served as archbishop of Canterbury 850 years ago.
“Today, I think of the many thousand unknown Christians who have trodden these same paths since,
and not just on this ancient land, but all across the world. People walk the pilgrim paths of faith each
and every day.”

Mullally, 63, was ordained to the priesthood in 2001 after a career as a nurse treating cancer patients
and had served as the bishop of London since 2018. As archbishop of Canterbury, she now leads the
Church of England and serves as a “focus of unity” for all 42 autonomous, interdependent provinces
of the Anglican Communion, including The Episcopal Church, which have historical roots in England.
“I am Sarah, a servant of Jesus Christ, and I come as one seeking the grace of God, to travel with you
in his service together,” Mullally said, in the words appointed for the liturgy. “I am sent as archbishop
to serve you, to proclaim the love of Christ and with you to worship and love him with heart and soul,
mind and strength.”

After processing to the nave altar, Mullally kneeled, and Canterbury Cathedral Dean David Monteith
said: “Let us join Sarah, our archbishop, in prayer for God’s blessing on her ministry in this diocese, in
the Province of Canterbury and throughout the world-wide Anglican Communion.”

Twenty-six Anglican primates — archbishops and presiding bishops who lead the Anglican
Communion’s provinces — were in attendance at the installation, including the Most Rev. Alba
Hernández García, who was just elected primate of the Anglican Church of Mexico on March 21.
Speaking in Spanish, she read the Gospel reading for Mullally’s installation, Luke 1:26-38.

In her sermon, Mullally noted that some Anglican leaders were unable to attend because of the war
in the Middle East between the United States, Israel and Iran. “We pray for them without ceasing, and
for all those in worn-torn areas of the world, in Ukraine, in Sudan and Myanmar, that they would
know God’s presence with them, just as we pray for peace to prevail,” she said.

By David Paulsen of the Episcopal News Service 

(continued on page 4)



Ecumenical guests included the leaders of the Coptic Orthodox Church, Assyrian Orthodox Church, a
representative from the Vatican, other Roman Catholic officials and British Protestant leaders. Others
present included representatives from a wide range of global faith traditions, including Judaism,
Islam, Buddhism and Sikhism.

Mullally preached about the Gospel story of Mary’s acceptance of God’s call, saying it was an
inspiration for her and for all Christians.

“As I look back over my life, at the teenage Sarah who put her faith in God and made a commitment
to follow Jesus, I could never have imagined the future that lay ahead, and certainly not the ministry
to which I am now called,” Mullally said. “Mary followed in the footsteps of the faithful. Her story
resonates with the beautiful stories of women, like Hannah, in the Scriptures. Mary put her hope in
God’s future. She trusted that he was with her, and through Mary, God did a new thing.”

Before her installation, Mullally chose to travel to Canterbury by foot, leaving London on March 17 on
a six-day walking pilgrimage across about 140 kilometers (or about 87 miles), accompanied by her
husband, Eamonn, and others. They followed the Becket Camino route, from St. Paul’s Cathedral to
Canterbury Cathedral.

“As a church, we are a pilgrim people, and like Mary, we are called to trust that nothing will be
impossible with God, even when we see so much in the world that makes hope seem impossible,”
Mullally said in her sermon. “But there is hope, because we make this journey with God.

“We do not bear the weight of this calling in our own strength, but only in the grace and power of
God. We walk with God, trusting that God walks with us, trusting that in all that we face, in the sorrow
and the challenges as much as in the joy and the delight, we do not walk alone. There is hope,
because we are invited to trust that God will do a new thing.”

A full report of this article can be found at https://episcopalnewsservice.org.
– David Paulsen is a senior reporter and editor for Episcopal News Service based in Wisconsin. He can be
reached at dpaulsen@episcopalchurch.org. 
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Archbishop of Canterbury Sarah Mullally laughs during her
pilgrimage to Canterbury. Mullally walked the 87-mile route along
the Becket Camino, accompanied by her husband, Eamonn
Mullally. It took six days for them and the fellow pilgrims to walk
from St. Paul’s Cathedral to Canterbury Cathedral. Photo: Krisztian
Elek /Sipa via AP

Archbishop of Canterbury Sarah Mullally enters Canterbury
Cathedral for her installation on March 25, as seen on the Church
of England’s livestream. (From Episcopal News Service)



A PASTORAL WORD TO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH FROM THE 
MARCH 2026 GATHERING OF THE HOUSE OF BISHOPS

As this issue of Tidings focuses on the wider Church, please read this pastoral letter from the House of
Bishops, commended to you by Bishop José.

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
John 11:44b

Dear people of God: 

Grace and peace to you in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Introduction

The bishops of The Episcopal Church gathered from March 17-24 at Camp Allen Conference Center in
Navasota, Texas. Our gathering included 122 bishops and bishops-elect, representing 89 dioceses and
special ministries across 17 countries and territories. As we conclude our meeting, we give thanks for
the mutual affection and fruitful collaboration we experience during our time together, and we renew
our commitment to bear witness with clarity and unity to the transforming power of the Gospel.  

Reflections from our meeting 

Our gathering was focused primarily on the challenges and opportunities before us as a church. We
welcomed 12 representatives from Episcopal seminaries and local formation programs to engage in
thoughtful dialogue about the state of theological education and our need to better integrate
traditional and innovative modes of discernment, recruitment, and training for future clergy and lay
leaders. We explored possibilities for expanding the work of church planting and the redevelopment of
existing congregations. We reflected on our relationships within the Anglican Communion, including
discussion of The Nairobi-Cairo Proposals and expressed our concerns regarding the urgency to change
the definitions and structures of the communion. We rejoiced in the election of the Rt. Rev. Alba Sally
Sue Hernandez Garcia as primate of the Anglican Church of Mexico. Finally, we issued a courtesy
resolution celebrating the installation of the Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Dame Sarah Mullally as the 106th
archbishop of Canterbury. 

While engaged in this important work for the church, we gathered each day to pray for the church and
the world. We prayed for a swift conclusion to the armed conflict with Iran; the wars in Ukraine, Sudan,
and Myanmar; and all hostilities across the globe. We prayed for peace in the Holy Land, for Archbishop
Hosam Naoum, the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East, and for all those living in the
reality of violence in that region. We prayed for healing and reconciliation among the nations of the
world, that there may be justice and peace on the Earth. We prayed for those who are victims of
injustice and discrimination, terror and war, and the pervasive degradation of human dignity. We
prayed for strength and courage to continue the robust and tangible response in our respective
dioceses to the myriad and varied challenges before us. And yet, in the face of these challenges, we are
not without hope. 

(continued on page 6)
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A word of hope

We find our hope in God’s promises as made known to us in the words and actions of Jesus Christ.
Christian hope is the sure and present confidence, grounded in the resurrection of Jesus, that suffering
is not the end. Hope is the stubborn trust that God is not finished. Even in the shadow of the cross, God
is already at work, bringing life out of death. 

This promise of hope is central to the story of the raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-45). Jesus stands before
the tomb of his friend, surrounded by grief and despair, and a community aching for his intervention. It
is precisely in the moment when all hope seems lost that Jesus speaks the Word of life. There is hope
because “even in death, Lazarus has access to the voice of life.” Jesus, the Word of God, commands
Lazarus to “come forth,” and that same divine Word immediately calls the gathered community to
“unbind him and let him go.” 

In our present moment, in a world ravaged by war and the degradation of human dignity, Jesus is still
speaking the Word of life. There is hope in this moment, because even in the face of grief, death, and
despair, we have access to the voice of life—the voice of the One who calls us to participate in the
Gospel 

Church Phone: (828)743-2359  |  Website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com
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Gospel mission of unbinding those who are
held captive by the bonds of injustice and
ensnared by the cords of corruption and
oppression. We do not raise the dead; God
alone does that. But we are summoned into
the tender, deliberate work of unbinding, of
participating in resurrection by loosening the
grave clothes that still cling. 

It is in this hope, as those who have received
life and heard the voice of life, that we go
forth in faith to bear witness to the
resurrection, to unbind what is still bound,
and to trust in Christ’s promise to make all
things new.

As we prepare to celebrate the Paschal feast,
with the hope of the resurrection ever before
us, may the God of hope fill us with all joy
and peace in believing through the power of
the Holy Spirit.

From: episcopalchurch.org 
Office of Public Affairs

Pictured in top photo from left to right: Sam Rodman , Bishop of Diocese of NC;
Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop of Diocese of NC; Bishop José; Bill Gregg,
Assisting Bishop of Diocese of NC; Sarah Fischer, Bishop Elect for Diocese of East
Carolina; & Rob Skirving, Bishop of East Carolina.
Bottom Photo: All bishops.
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	“We do not bear the weight of this calling in our own strength, but only in the grace and power of God. We walk with God, trusting that God walks with us, trusting that in all that we face, in the sorrow and the challenges as much as in the joy and the delight, we do not walk alone. There is hope, because we are invited to trust that God will do a new thing.”
	A full report of this article can be found at https://episcopalnewsservice.org. – David Paulsen is a senior reporter and editor for Episcopal News Service based in Wisconsin. He can be reached at dpaulsen@episcopalchurch.org.


