Episcopalian 101 -- The Book of Common Prayer
Common Prayer…not ‘ordinary’ prayer, but the same in all places type of ‘common’

What we hold in common; common as in community

Opening Discussion Questions: (5 minutes)

· What do you like about the BCP?

· What confuses you about the BCP?
· Is the BCP a roadblock for you in some way?

A short History: Editions of the Book of Common Prayer.  Information comes from William Sydnor’s book, The Story of the Real Prayer Book.
1. 1549 -- 
a. Under King Edward VI of England (son of Henry VIII)
b. Thomas Cranmer—mastermind, but not sole author

c. based/constructed on three criteria according to the Act of Uniformity of 1549:  Parliament decided (government, not church folk)
i. Grounded upon the Holy Scriptures

ii. agreeable to the order of the primitive church

iii. edifying to the people

d. some differences: no summary of the law, Prayers of the People comes after the offertory; all references to saints and to the departed removed; 

e. people receive communion in both kinds

f. people may kneel for communion as an act of devotion, but not adoration.

2. 1552


a. again, under Edward VI

b. Thomas Cranmer (again, but with more bishops and other European Scholars) but a more Protestant, reformed edition than the first

c. talks of ‘table’ not altar; no fraction of the host wafer, and no elevation; minimal vestments permitted (no mitre for bishops; music quite repressed and the organ at St. Paul’s London ceased to be used. 

d. not a very popular version, and it was only used for 8 months before Queen Mary came to power

3. 1559

a. Under Elizabeth I (who followed Queen Mary, a Roman Catholic)
b. This edition was a revision of 1549 and 1552
c. changes: church music encouraged again;  words from 1549 used: “The body of our Lord Jesus Christ which was given for thee, preserve thee thy body and soul into everlasting life”…plus the 1552 words… “Take and eat this, in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving.”   Words defining what kneeling meant or didn’t mean, were omitted. 
d. Puritans reacted negatively to this book, as did embittered Romans.  Elizabeth suppressed all efforts to make the book more puritan or Roman. 

e. This was the book of Shakespeare, Donne, Raleigh, Bacon, Andrews and Hooker.

4. 1604


a. Under James I (after the Hampton Court Conference)

b. also the time of the King James Bible

c. some “Presbyterian” revisions (uses the word ‘presbyter’, not ‘priest’; thanksgiving for the departed restored)

Note: [1645—The Prayer Book is outlawed by Puritans, who have a majority in Parliament.  Leaders are Oliver Cromwell and, later, his son Richard.  Destruction of church art and altars ) 1637 Scottish Prayer Book riot. Beheading of King Charles
5. 1662

a. Under Charles II, the prayer book is restored

b. mainly the work of 12 bishops

c. “priest” replaces the term “minister” … and ‘church’ instead of ‘congregation’

d. has parts borrowed from the Scotch Book of 1637- Laud’s Prayer Book
e. for many years, this remained the Prayer Book for England 

6. 1789
American Version(s)
a. After the revolutionary War and separation from England; approved in Philadelphia, September 29th, 1789
b. also had some Scottish influence- Non-Juror not Presbyterian 
c. believe it or not, the Northern church and the Southern church had different opinions about it…with the South often taking the “low church” position, and the North taking the High Church position.  The South yielded to the North, in the end 

d. no July 4 prayer yet…still too early!

7. 1892

a. new lectionary; shorter services

b. Altar has replaced Holy Table, vestments in common use, Oxford movement had its influence

8. 1928

a. Independence Day Collect; July 4 Collect; 

b. 10 Commandments must be said at least one Sunday a month

c. Lord’s Prayer added to end of communion prayer, along with the Prayer of Humble Access

d. Baptism’s emphasis: Resurrection rather than original sin

e. New Visitation for the Sick section

f. Articles of Religion omitted

What happened prior to 1979?

· Rumblings in the 1950s that we needed a change

· The Liturgical Movement: Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other discoveries that reveal the primitive church and how the medieval church practice had ventured from it; more conversations between denominations; and Holy Communion becoming more regularized on Sundays, starting with England. 
· Trial-use approved liturgies began slowly in 1880, prior to the 1892 and 1928 book, and they became paved the way for the 1979 BCP, with trial uses beginning in 1967.  Feedback gathered along the way.  (In 1970, we had the Green Book.   In 1973, we had the Zebra book (it was striped).  In 1976, a draft proposed book was published
9. 1979

· 300 consultants/scholars helped to shape the content; bishops, priests and laypeople had input and time to let it soak in.  Revision was again a ‘democratic process,’ and it was ‘the people’s book.  In the vote, 95% of clergy favored the book; 80% of laity; and the bishops…all but one voted yes. 
· some changes: 
a. offertory before the Eucharist begins with “The Lord be with You” as in ancient practice.  
b. Celebrant faces the people (as in ancient practice) 
c. More than one option for communion (six, not one), which gives options throughout the church year and the moods of different seasons
d. Both traditional and contemporary versions of Morning, Evening Prayer, and Holy Eucharist, and Burial.  
e. Revised Creeds and Lord’s Prayer.  
f. Congregation more vocally involved in most all services…with more responses.

g. Liturgies for Special Days like Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great Vigil of Easter.  (Formerly, every priest had to dig up something to use that day; not much ‘in common.’ 

h. Baptism moved to the center of the book, with Eucharist, because the two great Sacraments belong together. 

i. Informal ‘You” for God, not only “Thou” – dubbed by detractors as “buddyhood with God” but which was the informal ‘you’ in the 16th century.  
j. Less 16th century English that was “inaccessible to some and distasteful to others.”   Words like ‘vouchsafe’ removed.
k. “Obey” removed from with woman’s vow in the marriage liturgy

l. Burial service more focused on resurrection than on the fear of judgment, which had started in the 1928 book.

m. an “Outline of Faith or Catechism” is new, and gives lay people a more comprehensive outline of Christian belief…where before it had been the Creeds, the 10 Commandments, and the Lord’s Prayer. 

A church split followed: The Anglican Church of North America formed to keep the 1928 prayer book as central.  (About 300o members left).  Another split had occurred in the 1870s, which formed the Reformed Episcopal Church which used the prayer book of 1786.  One hundred years later they have 64 congregations and 6532 members. 
Will there be another?  Undoubtedly.  Already, services of trial use are available.  
https://www.episcopalcommonprayer.org/existing-liturgies1.html
EOW

Marriage rites

Expansive language

A BRIEF Walk through the BCP, a book that is more than Sunday worship

· Sections of interest for personal faith

i. Daily Devotions, Page 137-140

ii. Prayers (815)

iii. Catechism or the Outline of Faith (845)

iv. Seasons of the Church Year (31)
· Daily Office/Prayer

i. Morning Prayer (Rites 1 and 2)

ii. Noonday Prayer

iii. Evening Prayer (Rites 1 and 2)

iv. Compline

· Collects of the church year (159-261)

i. these are the prayers on your Sunday inserts

ii. these prayers can be said, prayed any time
· Special Liturgies

i. Ash Wednesday – 264

ii. Palm Sunday – 260

iii. Maundy Thursday – 274

iv. Good Friday – 276

v. Great Vigil – 285
· Baptism – 299 
· Eucharist

i. Rite 1, Prayer 1 (Page 333, which we use in Lent) and Prayer 2 (Pg. 340, which we use in Advent)

ii. Rite 2, Prayers A, B, C, D

iii. Prayers of the People—383

· Confirmation—413

· Marriage—423

· Ministration to the sick, page 453

· Burial 1 (Pg. 469) and Burial 2 (491)
· Ordinations (Bishop, 513), Priest (525), and Deacon (537)

· New Ministry (559)

· Consecration of a Church (567)

· The Psalter (581)

· Historical Documents (864), Emphasis on Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral and it’s four parts: 1. Holy Scriptures, 2. Creed, 3. Sacraments, and 4. Historic Episcopate

· Tables for finding Easter – 880 
· Lectionary – 889 
· Daily Office Lectionary - 936
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