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As you may know, I grew up in Athens, Georgia, home to many famous bands like the B-52s
and R.E.M. One R.E.M. song has in the chorus: “Let's begin again, begin the begin.” Though
not an Advent song by design, the words speak to the theme of Advent and beginning of a
new Church year—to begin the begin. The other lyrics that come to mind are ‘every new
beginning comes from some other beginning’s end’ — a song by Semi Sonic. I guess you’re
getting the point about beginnings. 

The first Advent devotional from Forward Movement steps right in with that theme:

BEGINNINGS

In the monastic tradition of St. Benedict, the idea that each day, each hour, each
moment, the opportunity to "begin again" through the grace and presence of Jesus
is central. It is a way of being in the world that allows one to always be learning,
growing, and changing. It allows safety for apologies and forgiveness without shame.
It allows for fresh starts fueled by belovedness. In this way, as we start Advent again,
we are also experiencing a taste of Christ's coming again.

The coming of Christ is marked every Advent in two ways. First, how Jesus came to us as a
babe born of Mary and the Holy Spirit, lying in a manger. Second, how Christ will come again
with power and great glory. In St. Benedict’s thoughts above, Christ comes to be with us
each and every day—to begin the begin—to give a restart and a refresh. Thus, Christ lets us
know that with the end of one day comes another day’s beginning and that Christ is still
with us, loving us, calling us, inspiring us, and yes, even chiding us as needed—as we restart
learning, growing, and changing each day. 

This Advent, make the most of all the restarts you get—at the beginning of the day and
throughout the day. Learn, grow, change, forgive, accept. Begin the begin—part of life’s rich
demand, Advent’s theme, and Christ’s loving call every season and every day. 



DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS As we concluded this last book study we

asked all those attending the class to
provide a brief reflection on their
experience.

Sharon Stricker – One of the many
highlights of my time at Church of the
Good Shepherd are the classes taught
by the Rev. Alison Schultz. Today we
finished her study on the book “The Sin
of Certainty.” Alison is an outstanding
teacher – always well prepared, a great
speaker, inspiring, and delivering the
word in a way that touches us all.
Looking forward to the next class!!

1 JOHN CANNON
2 CATHERINE WHITHAM
2 ROBERT FORTSON
2 SUSAN ATHERTON
3 LAURA BLACK
4 RICHARD JENNINGS
5 LIZ MCCLURE
5 WINTON NOAH
5 SUZANNE TURNBULL
6 ANN BACOT
7 LYNNE GRIFFON
8 JENNIFER RUSSELL
8 JOHN CLEMENTS
9 SANDRA WALTZEK
10 SHANNON HARGROVE
10 CATHY FOSTER
11 MARY CONOVER
12 BARON HOLMES
14 LAUREN TURNER
15 LYNDA ERWIN
15 GWIN ROBBINS
16 CARL BLOM
17 MAURICE SPONCLER
17 CLARE CRAWFORD
17 SEARING MERRILL
18 JERRY HAYES
19 LOUISE DUFFY
20 GORDON GRAY
20 ANDREW NEWSOM
21 ELEANOR WELLING
21 WYLIE HOFFMAN
22 GAIL KECK
22 M. J. SOLDO
23 CARROLL RIVERS
24 JOHNNY WATSON
26 RAY MAGARO
26 DEBBIE JONES
26 GUY PETERSON
27 JIM SCANLON
28 BEN JOHNSON
29 SHELIA CRAWFORD
29 KAY MAYBANK
29 BRIGGS PUSCH
29 TAYLOR BROCK
31 MARY LOFTIN

Kate Gholston - Many questions and doubts come and go….It is all right!
These classes are always wonderful. Sharing time with  with these
people make all of the books come to life. Thank you for taking the 

       time to put these together for us.
Lawson Kelly - This book was thought-provoking, well-written and full of
enough personal struggles to merit being re-read for its transparency
and wisdom.
Helen Bertles - Reflection in abundance for Alison's leadership and the
group's participation. A weekly chance to explore, reflect and share our
individual paths.
Fred Halback - Your format for the class, and the subject of the book,
allowed a lot of interaction and exploration about each participant’s
struggle with trusting God. For me a passage at the end of the book that
gave me a lot of comfort about my uncertainty, “…trusting God, not
correct thinking about God, is the beginning and end of faith, the only
true and abiding path.”
Laura Flaherty - This class helped me to understand that although we
may wish to be certain about some things, with religion and God our
goal is to trust God even when we are surrounded by uncertainty. It
takes courage and letting go of our control, and remembering that with
God’s help all things are possible.
Irv Welling - First, I thought “The Sin of Certainty” was a very good,
thoughtful book. Second, we had a good and diverse class of
participants. Third, great, meaningful discussions. Alison did a great job
of leading!! How do we have more of these type classes that attract?

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY IS MISSING PLEASE CONTACT ELLEN AT 828-743-2359 OR GOODSHEPADMIN@FRONTIER.COM

7 MAURICE & BETTY SPONCLER
14 ALFRED KENNEDY & BILL KENNY
18 FRANK & LAWSON KELLY
18  CHARLES & GLENDA HOOD
18 MARTIN & CORABEL SHOFNER
19 JOE & KATE GHOLSTON
20 RAY & PATRICIA MAGARO
21 DICK & LYNN MEYERS

Sin of Certainty Reflections

22 BRAD & SHARON VANVICK
23 COLLINS  & BETTY VALLEE 
24 TOM & KAREN SNYDER
27 CLAY & DEBBIE JONES
28 MICHAEL & DONNA BORN
31 DAVID & LUCY STRONG
31 TODD BROADBRIDGE & ALISON SCHULTZ
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Advent for Everyone: Matthew is an inspirational guide through the Advent season, from
the First Sunday of Advent through the Saturday after the Fourth Sunday of Advent.
Popular biblical scholar and author N. T. Wright provides his own Scripture translation and
brief reflection to guide us through the season toward the wonder and joy of Christmas. 

Week One           Time to watch – the unexpected visit Matthew 24.36-44
Week Two           Time to repent – John the Baptist Matthew 3.1-10
Week Three        Time to heal - Jesus and John the Baptizer – Matthew 11.1-11
Week Four          Time to love – the birth of Jesus Matthew 1.18-25 

There are contained in his book, daily devotions for each day Advent. Books are available
for $10 in the church office. We will gather together in person and on zoom twice each week,
Thursdays at 10 am and Sundays at 10 am, and explore the themes of Advent from Year A.
We are using the same book for each gathering but different scriptures. 

All invited to enjoy the Advent journey with a Bible in hand and prayer on your lips as we
reflect on the coming of Jesus into the world and its significance for our lives. Our time
together is structured in three parts to make it easy to follow and respond. So that we all
welcome the Christ child and experience Emmanuel, God with us. 

Read the key suggested Scripture passages prayerfully. This practice is the basis for
Reflection, as we listen for the voice of God. Hopeful that the words of the prayers and
poetry and the words of N. T. Wright prompt us toward a more faithful observance of the
season. 

Then we respond, mostly structured as prayers, poems and excerpted writings adapted
from Scripture. It may be helpful to approach these devotions with a  four-fold prayer based
on Psalm 139. 
                         Search me, O God, 
                         and know my heart! 
                         Try me 
                         and know my thoughts! 
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