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The Church of the Good Shepherd
Cashiers, North Carolina

    Our Pastoral Care Team delivered flowers, made calls and visits, and made and delivered food to
many who needed that comfort. Thank you!
    Our “I Am” Art Camp delighted children, parents, and parishioners alike.
    Our Conkle-Rowe Scholarship Committee oversaw support to 39 scholars with over $145,000 in
funds.
    Our English Language Learners completed two more semesters with many more-learned and
welcomed participants. Thanks to Karla Magaña and the great team that serves as hosts, especially
Jairo Arenas who cooked most Tuesday nights.
    Not only did the Bazaar Barn Committee and staff work in 2025 to generate over $420,000 for
outreach in 2026, they made progress on building care and helpful policies and procedures in
creating a more formal business plan. 
    Michael Yanettee provided uplifting music on Sundays and brought in other great musicians like
Bonnie Rossa, the Jazz Cats, and Glenn Basham. Look for more to come in 2026. 
    We also raise a cheering ‘Amen’ for a strong Daughters of the King, a committed choir, a slew of
Sunday servers, office volunteers, and Cathy Foster who keeps our flower boxes beautified.
    As our region continues to rebuild after Hurricane Helene, Relief Gifts through the Rector’s
Discretionary Account of over $60,000 went to Rebuild Hot Springs, Transylvania Habitat for
Humanity, Baptists on Mission, and Courtney Daily’s relief work in East Tennessee.
    Through a gift from our Shepherd Endowment (for outreach) we eliminated $2,161,118 in
medical debt for 1,216 individuals in Jackson and Macon counties with the help of the non-profit
Undue Medical Debt. 

    We celebrated the 130  anniversary of our beloved,
historic Church! 2028 will bring the celebration of 150 years of
the worshipping community.

th

    Our Outreach Grants Committee worked and prayed to
award $490,069 to 59 Outreach Partners in the
Cashiers/Highlands area…and a bit beyond when you
consider the Ministry of Hope prison ministry in Black
Mountain.

AS WE SAY HELLO TO 2026…
…let us thank God for some of the many blessings of 2025!

 Working together, we grew some new ministries and kept many good ones going. Below is a ‘Let us
thank the Lord’ list covering the ways we ‘reflected God’s love through our faith in action.’ Thank you
for being part of our efforts to engage our faith.

The choir sings at the Good Shepherd
130  anniversary Celebrationth



JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

    We began a Family Worship service once a month and connected many
with God and with each other in faith-bound ways. We have a growing group
of young people! Amen!
    We changed the Vestry terms from January-December to July-June, which
also meant that standing vestry extended their terms by 6 months! Thanks
to them for the extension and a schedule that better suits the yearly cycle of
ministry at Good Shepherd. In addition, the vestry’s work together on many
fronts has been fruitful, collaborative, and appreciated! Thank you!
    Lastly, our talented church and Barn staff help so many and facilitate
ministry, learning, and service to God and neighbor. Well done, good and
faithful servants! (Mt.25.21)

As we stride into 2026, we look forward to more good Christian Education
(see page 4) with a Sunday class at 10 am on The Benedictine Way—including
a Lenten study of Humility. Your vestry is working on Leadership
Development within Good Shepherd, as well as funding new initiatives,
including a 10-hour staff person as Volunteer Coordinator, Parish Life ‘Lunch
and Learn’ events, as well as some new things for Hines Hall. 

Already, it’s a Happy 2026, and with God’s help we will ‘seek and serve Christ
in all people’ as we ‘reflect God’s love through our faith in action.’

1 MISSY CASSIDY
1 ADA LANNING
1 NELL HINES
3 SARAH WALLIN
3 LIDA HERRING
3 KYLE LASSITER
4 SKIP RYAN
4 DAPHNE HOWARD
6 JOHN MUSSLEMAN
7 DONNA BORN
9 HAMILTON ARNALL
9 BRENDA BRACKEN
9 JANE E ROSENBERG
9 SHARON VANVICK
12 JOHN SHANNON
13 KATHY YOUNG
14 FRAN REEVES
14 ROBERT FLAHERTY
15 MICHAEL BORN
15 MARTHA RIVERS
16 JOHN BISSELL
17 BONNIE WATERS
17 VERONICA ESCALANTE
18 ANNE MCKEE
18 ANNE CULBERSON
20 WILL BOEVE
21 GENIE MCCLENDON
21 ALICE MANNING
22 LINDA PRIDGEN
24 MINTA NIXON
25 TOMMY DUFFY
26 FRANCIE HARGROVE
26 KATE PUSCH
27 PAT ALDERS
29 IVY COOPER
30 JULIA BOEVE
30 KEVIN ROWLAND
30 LYNZIE POOLE
31 PATRICIA WHITESIDE
31 MB MANNING

    Through the Shepherd Endowment
Fund, the vestry also pledged $5,000 a
year to fund a scholarship at the
School of Theology at Sewanee. 
    Our giving toward regular church
operations for 2025 is concluding well
with contributions over $1,000,000.
Amen! Pledges for 2026 stand at a
healthy $896,837 from 205
households. God does love a cheerful
giver! Thank you for your generosity.

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY IS MISSING PLEASE CONTACT ELLEN AT 828-743-2359 OR GOODSHEPADMIN@FRONTIER.COM

1/1 RUSTY & KATHY MILLER
1/1 JIM & BETH ARTHUR
1/1 RANDY & KAYE SCHULER
1/4 BRUCE & GINNY VORSANGER
1/7 JACK & POLLY USELTON

As we say hello to 2026… (cont.)

Transitions
Official Transfer to Good Shepherd:

Doug & Connie Bischoff
Malcolm & Susan Duncan
Leigh Anne Meadows

Deaths:
Fran Parmelee
Guy McSweeney
Tommy Davis

1/15 MAIZIE BELSER & SHARON STRICKER
1/21 JOHN & MAGGIE CANNON
1/23 PHIL & LINDA MADDOX
1/31 CLIFF & SUSAN ATHERTON
1/31 RICH & MARY MCCONNELL

Baptism:
Emma Mizelle  (granddaughter of Dick
& Lynn Meyers)

Official Transfer from Good Shepherd:
Tylor & Tammy Field

Families gather in the sanctuary for
Family Worship



GETTING TO KNOW YOU
BOB & LESLIE LEWIS

My wife of 47 years and I have four grown children that started with identical twins, one of which owns
and operates the Highlands Smokehouse. His identical twin resides in Pensacola with his wife and 15
year old son. I also have a son and his family of four in Greenville, SC (including twin boys and two girls)
and a daughter in Atlanta, who is married with a 15 month old daughter. They are all doing great in this
challenging world which is our greatest blessing.
 

I came down to Atlanta in 1978 and started my career in Radio, but left to pursue an entrepreneurial
career that involved real estate development, and then founded and built an experiential marketing
agency in Atlanta over 25 years that executed over 66,000 live events for major brands, and most
recently starting and selling a Catering company in Atlanta. 

Leslie and I sold our home in Chastain Park in Atlanta and test drove the mountains up in Cherry Log
GA (just south of Blue Ridge) where I joined and was a very active member of Cherry Log Christian
Church founded by Fred Craddock, nationally recognized for his outstanding preaching style. I loved
this church and participated via online services up until recently, when I joined as a member of the
Good Shepherd.
 

Leslie and I moved up to Cashiers in August of 2020 to be closer to our Children and now live in the
Lake Club with a direct access to Lake Glenville. Not ready to retire, I have started a general contracting
business called Peak Craftsman, LLC as I had developed real estate but always had a passion for
building and remodeling.
 

In terms of my spiritual background, my grandfather on my mothers side was a world renown Lutheran
Minister that took him from Potter, NY up in the Finger Lakes region to building churches in Rochester,
NY and then in Bethesda, MD. He ultimately was very involved in Washington and was on Franklin
Roosevelt’s Civil Rights Committee and also led the opening prayers for the Senate for many years and
participated participated in Roosevelt’s Funeral Service and gave
the Prayer for Truman’s Inauguration. He also spent
5 years in Switzerland as a Direct of the World
Council of Churches and was an active speaker on
the Voice of America for over a decade. Furthermore,
my grandmother was active on two of Eleanor
Roosevelt’s committees. Let’s just say my faith is
deeply rooted and based on core principals of faith,
more so than in-depth bible study.
 

I love the creative nature of the services held at the
Good Shepherd and as a harmonica musician, I find
the quality of the music offered at the Good
Shepherd remarkable. Needless to say, I have fallen
in love with this community that has greeted me with
open arms and given how uncivil the world has
become, I find this to be a very a giving, warm, and
loving community.



Sacred Balance 
          Beginning January 15 and continuing through Lent each Thursday

morning at 10 am. 
          Are you feeling overwhelmed by the demands of life? Sacred Balance:

How Ancient Practices Can Restore Modern Minds offers us some suggestions.
Together we will discover nine ancient spiritual practices that over the

centuries have been used to restore mental-being and deepen our
connections with God. 

           Sacred Balance: How Ancient Practices Can Restore Modern Minds offers
solutions rooted in centuries-old spiritual traditions. Written by chaplain and
mental health expert Miriam Diephouse-McMillan, the book introduces nine

transformative practices -- Contemplation (Centering Prayer), Discernment
(Daily Examen), Compassion (Loving Kindness Prayer), Mindfulness (Practicing

the Presence of God), Rest (Sabbath), Grounding (Breath prayer), Activation  

(Walking Prayer), Gratitude (Savoring), and Accountability (Soul Friend)--to help us reclaim our mental well-
being and strengthen our connection to God. Each chapter provides a clear path, drawing from scripture

and Christian heritage, to integrate these practices into our daily life. As people of God seeking deeper
spiritual growth, Sacred Balance can equip us with the tools to find rest, grounding, and activation in God's
presence. Join us and let our time each Thursday morning and the book, guide us toward a balanced and

peaceful life. This class will be available on Zoom.

Church Phone: (828)743-2359
Website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com

UPCOMING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Remembering Your Story

          At the 11 o’clock hour each Thursday we will offer a class on writing your
spiritual autobiography. A spiritual autobiography is a personal narrative
focusing on the development of our spiritual life. More than just a timeline of
events; it's an exploration of how our beliefs, experiences, and relationships
have and do influence our inner worlds. Writing a spiritual autobiography can
help us hear what our life says about its meaning, providing a bird's-eye view
of our spiritual growth and identity. It can also be an opportunity to reflect on
our whole life, asking "what does it mean?" and soul's journey with others.
 We will use the book by Richard L. Morgan, retired chaplain, pastor (PCUSA),
and professor, Remembering Your Story. Remembering Your Story invites 

readers to connect their faith stories with others and with God's story as revealed in scripture. Participants
are guided to deeper memories of God's presence in all portions of their lives. 
 Each week we will explore and share our stories of faith. This class requires out of class reading and writing. 

Both books are available in the church office. 

The Way of St. Benedict

Join Rob & Alison on Sunday mornings in the Adult Ed room at 10 am for a study
on the Way of St. Benedict handed down over the last 1,500 years and how it
provides guidance for our day-to day living which revolves around Christ, both
individually and corporately.


