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Last week, on the back row in church, sat five of my high school soccer teammates. We had spent the
weekend together reminiscing, laughing, fishing and carrying on in the ways friends do. We had
serious moments of storytelling, and one person took us into his confidence to share a serious
health issue. I was honored that they chose to cap off the weekend by coming to church together. All
that and more has got me thinking about the depth, bonds, and importance of long-term friendship
—and of how Jesus describes friendship in John 15.

Just after saying in verse 5, “I am the vine and you are the branches,” a description of connection, life,
and relationship, Jesus says this: 
      “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 9 

     My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 12 

     Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends…. 13 

     I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I    15 

     have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.

Jesus speaks these words at the Last Supper, less than 24 hours before he does lay his life down for
his friends—this group gathered in the upper room and the group of friends gathered in any church
at any given moment around the world for generations. Thus believers are not only as long-term
friends, but eternal friends.  The eternal nature of friendship finds its basis in love, particularly loving
one another as Jesus loved us—sacrificially.

Jesus says ‘laying down one’s life for ones friends’ is an indicator of the greatest love. Something
close to that is laying aside one’s life, not taking the angle of ‘what you can do for me’ but of ‘what I
can do for you:’ moments of self-giving, of sacrificing one’s own schedule for another person, of
being there when someone has a need—medical, emotional, the lifting of spirits. 

Thank God for the friend we have in Jesus. Thank God for your friends—not just in passing, but in
prayerful, thankful meditation. Sit down with intention. Let the faces of those from childhood until
now rise in your mind. Give thanks. Sacrifice some time of your own to call or text with a simple hello
or deeper question of care. Get ready to rekindle friendships as Cashiers swells with returning
friends—and friends-to-be. Yes, be ready each day to be a friend in the spirit of Jesus—sacrificing,
loving, gathering—and feel the touch of eternity. 

FRIENDS



MAY
ANNIVERSARIES

MAY
BIRTHDAYS

5/1 MICHAEL HUGHES
5/1 ERIN TURNER
5/1 SANDI BESSETTE
5/1 TK HEATLEY
5/2 CAROLYN MITCHELL
5/2 BOB ANDERSON
5/3 NANCY WATSON
5/5 BYRON FINLEY
5/5 CAROL HUNTER
5/6 DON O'STEEN
5/6 KATHY CARTER
5/6 BROOKS BLAYLOCK
5/7 JIM THEUS
5/7 CARL MUNDAY
5/9 SUE HOLMES
5/9 CAREY JOYNER
5/12 ASHLEY MERRILL
5/13 TOM SNYDER
5/15 STEPHEN MOODY
5/17 LUCI HART
5/17 SAMUEL DYER
5/18 KEITH HART
5/19 KAY MOORE
5/21 DAVID PYLES
5/22 JAMES WHITESIDE
5/22 BARBARA TICKLE
5/22 FRED HIRONS
5/24 JOHN LEACH
5/26 MILLIE LATHAN
5/26 PATCH FOSTER
5/27 DAN DAVISON
5/28 JOHN RIVERS
5/28 GINNY MURPHY
5/29 WILLIAM HUDSON
5/30 MIMSIE LANIER
5/30 CHRISTIANNA MCCALEB
5/31 NORA JONES
5/31 HELEN HARMON

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY IS MISSING PLEASE CONTACT ELLEN AT 828-743-2359 OR GOODSHEPADMIN@FRONTIER.COM

5/6 JOE & SHARON PRYSE
5/9 DAVID & PAM TUTTLE
5/12 SHANNON & KAREN REID
5/13 TOMMY & LOUISE DUFFY
5/16 KURT &  CATHLEEN DUNKLE
5/19 HOWARD & JEAN ANN L'ENFANT

5/20 PARKER & CAROLINE ANDERSON
5/22 GORDON & JUDY GRAY
5/24 BUD & EMILY MURPHY
5/25 KEN & DRINA MEYER
5/28 GORDON & KINSEY HARPER

2026 CAFFEINATED CHURCH CONFERENCE
Atlanta, Georgia - All Saints Episcopal Church

April 20 - 23, 2026

     In my efforts to always continue learning I found Caffeinated Church
earlier this year and was excited to see that they were hosting a
conference in Atlanta. Caffeinated Church was originally created by the
Episcopal Church in Colorado and has grown into it’s own multi-
denominational entity that strives to support parish administrators,
communicators, lay leaders, and church staff.
       I had a hard time choosing between all the session offered and was
led to attend the sessions on AI, graphic design, and storytelling. AI
continues to grow exponentially and my goal is to leverage it to make
sure there is time to be present for parishioners. During these sessions I
learned how to use AI to create multiple pieces of content from the same
information, how to create cohesive design across multiple
communication channels, and more tips and tricks for effective AI
prompts.
        More important than all the prompts and systems I learned about,
are the connections and relationships I have begun with other conference
attendees. I am truly grateful for the blessing of working at Good
Shepherd and for the opportunity to continue learning how to be more
effective in my duties.

Ellen

Note from Ellen:



MINISTRY NOTES

We have 20 Conkle-Rowe Scholarship applicants—bringing total to
over 40 scholars with 13 serving on the committee
Doreen Hastings has stepped up once again to chair the Altar
Guild and would love to hear from you about serving one Sunday
a month.
The choir is growing…come be part and sing to the Lord!
We have new acolytes and new readers: you could be one too!
Thanks to your generosity, Good Shepherd is on budget and vital
financially
We have 37 Outreach grant applications from non-profit partners,
and 20 serve on that ministry team.
The Bazaar Barn is now open Thursday, Friday, Saturday – and is
always looking for volunteers (weekdays and weekends) and for
mattresses and sheets, which we give to those in need.
English Language Learners classes continue for 30 adults, and we
have a class for teens! Graduation June 2 for this semester.
Rob marks 30 years of ordained ministry on June 8!
Alison celebrates 20 years of ordained ministry on June 25!
We are looking to hire a new Assistant Parish Administrator to
help Ellen, clergy and the parish. Let us know soon if you know a
team-player with good executive assistant skills. 
Upcoming

Our parish meeting is Sunday, May 31, at 12 pm. We will elect
new vestry members and get a recap (and a preview) of parish
ministries. 
Pastoral Care and Endowment will both be a focus in June,
including celebrations for our fantastic volunteers, Virtual
Dementia Training and a panel discussion on ‘End of Life
preparedness’ presented by Four Seasons Hospice Care and
Pisgah Legal Services.
We move to three services on Sunday, May 24. 8am, 9:30am,
and 11 am
Rob and Alison will officiate 12 weddings over the next few
months, and the list is growing into 2027
Look for news of summer concerts from Michael and friends
Doug Bischoff’s Bible Study starts June 11  with a ‘Survey of the Gospels’ followed by an in-
depth study of Romans. Class is for men and women and will be held 10 am each Thursday
morning in Hines Hall. 

th

We anticipate another rewarding IMAGINE ART CAMP July 13 -17. With 50 + children youth,
we need many volunteers. Please see Alison if interested.
Thanks be to God!!



Pentecost is the day when the Spirit rushes in like wind
and fire, breaking down barriers and filling the Church
with new life. People from every nation, speaking many
languages, suddenly hear the Good News proclaimed as
if in their own tongue. The miracle is not just the flame on
each head, but the widening of God’s circle of love. The
Spirit ensures that no one is left out – there is plenty
good room.

The story of Pentecost overturns every instinct toward
scarcity and exclusion. Where some would limit access to
God’s presence, the Spirit pours out on all flesh. Where
some would cling to privilege or power, the Spirit equips
the young and the old, women and men, servants and
leaders alike. Where some would fear difference, the
Spirit transforms diversity into the very sign of God’s
abundance.

The Church is born in this moment – formed not by walls,
but by wind; not by scarcity, but by overflowing
abundance. This is the Church we are called to be: a
community t

Church Phone: (828)743-2359
Website: www.goodshepherdofcashiers.com

WIND AND FUEL

abundance. This is the Church we are called to be: a community that welcomes all, equips all, and sends
all to be stewards of the Kingdom. Pentecost reminds us that every gift is needed, every offering has
value, every voice matters.

In this season, we are challenged to let the Spirit move through our own giving. Stewardship is not just
about sustaining budgets; it is about igniting mission. Our pledges and offerings are not obligations –
they are fuel for the Spirit’s fire, resources that help the Church proclaim God’s abundance in every
language and every place.

On Pentecost, the disciples discovered that there is no limit to God’s generosity. The same is true for us.
When we trust the Spirit and share freely, God multiplies our gifts and sends us out as witnesses to
love. There is indeed plenty good room – for every culture, every language, every person – in the
household of God.

“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.” — Acts 2:17

For Reflection: How are your gifts wind, fuel, and language for abundance in the world?

J. Davey Gerhard is the Executive Director of TENS and believes in God’s
all-inclusive invitation to find Love when we are gathered together. He
lives, works, and worships in San Francisco, California.
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