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The liturgy for those who have died is an Easter liturgy.  It finds all its meaning in the resurrection. 
Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised.  The liturgy, therefore, is characterized 
by joy, in the certainty that ñneither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lordò (Romans 8). 
 
This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in Christ 
brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while 
we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with 
those who mourn. 
 

--A prayer for those who mourn ð 
Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding, deal graciously with those who mourn.  
Surround them with your love, that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in 
your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Members and Friends of Good Shepherd,  
 
If you are pre-planning your funeral, thank you.  Use this guide in consultation with Rob .  Once you have 
finished, bring it to the church, and we will make a copy for our records.    
 
If you are planning for an imminent funeral, setting the details of a burial service can be somewhat tricky , 
especially if a loved one did not leave a list of favorite lessons and/or hymns.  This outline is intended to give 
you the information and time you need to p ray through the optional sections of the service.    
 
Parish clergy will go through the service with you, or you may choose to review it and then make plans with 
them.   Some portions are standard, like the opening anthem.  Others, like the readings, are your choice. 
  
Timing     
Burial services can be any day of the week.  If a clergy person is out of town (on personal or professional trip) 
on a proposed funeral date, the family will be notified either 1) to proceed with the funeral on that date with 
the available clergy person as celebrant and preacher, or 2) to postpone the funeral until the clergy person can 
return to town.  Guest clergy, if desired, may be requested of the rector, who will extend the invitation to 
another clergy person, if permissible.  
 
Readers and Servers  
Be thinking of people who you would like to be involved in your service, and add their names in on page 4.  
 
Music  
Rob and our organist will discuss music choices with you.  If you have requests for prelude, postlude, and/or 
communion,  please let us know.   If you wish, music can be selected for you.  Some choices are on page 3.  
 
Memorial Gifts  
Gifts to the church are welcome.  Suggestions and designations are on page 3.  
 
Fees 
Fees associated with burials are usually for music, altar flowers, and (if applicable) receptions.  The organist 
fee is $250; soloists can range from $50-$200, and flowers may be from $100-$125.  Receptions range from 
$50-$150 depending on the expected attendance.  Those fees and others may also be donated as a gift from 
family or parish friends.  For parishioners, b uilding usage for visitation and/or the funeral and clergy services 
are part of normal parish life, so there is no charge.  At times, people give voluntary honorariums to the clergy 
or clergy discretionary funds.  
 
All of these practical considerations take their place behind our faith, our hope, and the redemption of Jesus 
Christ, summed up on St. Paulôs words ñFor as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.ò  May 
the words of Scripture you find here reassure you of Godôs love and salvation through Jesus Christ in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Blessing, Hope, and Peace 
 
 
The Rev. Robert Wood, Rector, Good Shepherd, Cashiers 
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Memorial Service Selections Sheet  
 

Full Name:          Date:    
 
Date of Birth:      Place of Birth:       
 
The Person(s) responsible for making my plans with Good Shepherd:   

Name:        Phone:     

Address:             

Unless otherwise indicated below, I would like my service to be at Good Shepherd.  

             

I have made plans to be buried at          

I plan to  be buried in (circle one) a coffin   or  cremated    or other      

I would like a reception held after my service at         

I have donated my body to science.  If yes, initial here     

I have chosen the following funeral home to handle my arrangements:  

Name:        Phone:     

Address:             

I am/was a member of the military.  If so, what branch?       
(The funeral home may require a copy of discharge papers to facilitate military honors.)  
 
I have made provisions for Good Shepherd in my will, life insurance, or IRA (circle one)   Yes   No 
 
In lieu of gifts of non -altar  flowers, I request that memorial gifts be given to  
  the Memorial Fund at Good Shepherd 
  the following Endowment Fund of Good Shepherd 

- the General Endowment Fund 
- the Second Century Endowment Fund (for the historic church)  
- the Hines Hall Endowment Fund  
- the Conkle-Rowe Scholarship Endowment Fund 

  or the following other charities          

 

Hymn Ideas (circle ones you like) 
 

¶ God Our Help in Ages Past (680) 

¶ How Firm a Foundation (636) 

¶ Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones (618) 

¶ Jerusalem, My Happy Home  (620)  

¶ The King of Love my Shepherd Is (645) 

¶ Amazing Grace (671) 

¶ Lord of all Hopefulness (482)  

¶ Come My Way, My Truth, My Life (487)  

¶ O love of God, How Strong, How True (455)  

¶ For All the Saints (287)  

¶ Be Thou My Vision (488)  

¶ How lovely is thy dwelling place (517)  

¶ Remember your servants, Lord  (560)  
 
 

¶ Ye holy angels bright (625)  

¶ Rock of Ages 

¶ Guide me O, thou great Jehovah (690) 

¶ I am the Bread of Life ( 335) 

¶ Joyful, Joyful, we adore Thee (376)  

¶ Jesus, Remember Me (Taize) 

¶ Remember your servants Lord (560)  

¶  All My Hope On God is Founded (665) 

¶ Precious Lord, take my hand  

¶ When peace like a river 

¶ other      

¶ other      
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An Old Testament Reading  (From Section A, pgs. 5-6) 
___     Isaiah 25:6-9    (He will swallow up d eath for ever) 
___     Isaiah 61:1-3    (To comfort those who mourn)  
___     Lamentations 3:22-26,31-33    (The Lord is good to those who wait for him)  
___     Wisdom 3:1-5, 9    (The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God) 
___     Job 19:21-27a    (I know that my Redeemer lives) 
 
 A suitable psalm, hymn  (above), or canticle may follow.        
       The following Psalms are possible:  42:1-7,  46,   90:1-12,  121, 130,  139:1-11. 

 
A New Testament Reading  (From Section B, pages 7-8) 

___     Romans 8:14-19,34-35,37-39    (The glory that shall be revealed) 

___     1 Corinthians 15:20-26,35-38,42-44,53-58    (The imperishable body) 

___     2 Corinthians 4:16--5:9    (Things that are unseen are eternal) 

___     1 John 3:1-2    (We shall be like him)  

___     Revelation 7:9-17    (God will wipe away every tear) 

___     Revelation 21:2-7    (Behold, I make all things new)  
 
A suitable psalm, hymn  (above), or canticle may follow.       
        The following Psalms are possible:     23,  27,  106:1-5,  116 
 
The Gospel (From Section C, pgs. 9-10) 
___     John 5:24-27    (He who believes has everlasting life) 

___     John 6:37-40    (All that the Father gives me will come to me) 

___     John 10:11-16    (I am the good shepherd) 

___     John 11:21-27    (I am the resurrection and the life)  

___     John 14:1-6    (In my Fatherôs house are many rooms) 
 

Other service Details: 

 
Holy Eucharist:  (circle your choices)     no   or     yes  /    if yes,   Rite I   or    Rite II  
 
Prayers of the People: choose Rite I or Rite II (pgs 11 and 12) 
 
Please ask the following people to be  
 
Readers:              
 
Chalice bearers:             
 
Ushers:              
 
 
My other requests are: (poems, bagpipes, soloists, flower types, instrumentalists, etc)  
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http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?vnum=no&passage=Isaiah+25:6-9

