A NOTE TO PARENTS
“When Jesus grew up, he set out to do God’s work.” In this season of Epiphany we
begin to consider what that work is.
The time scheme we are working with may be confusing to your children. On
this first Sunday of Epiphany we are back with our old friend John the Baptist.
We met John in Advent as we waited for the Savior’s coming. Then we turned
back in time, to when both John and Jesus were unborn children, eagerly awaited
by their mothers, who knew that God was planning something very special.
Then we rejoiced at the birth of the Messiah: baby Jesus in the manger, at
Christmas. Now we turn to Jesus’ baptism. But though many of us are baptized
as babies, Jesus was not. Baby Jesus has grown up; so has John, who entered
public ministry some time before Jesus and proclaimed his coming to the people.
Jesus is the Messiah, the anointed one. Messiah is the Hebrew word (as Christ is the
Greek word) for “anointed.” To anoint someone means to rub them with oil. Oil
was used in ancient times for cleansing, healing, and perfuming; precious oil,
anointing kings and priests, showed they were set aside to do holy work. How
many stories of Jesus’ work can your child think of? What do they have in
common? How can you describe Jesus’ work as a whole? How do you suppose
Jesus came to know that God had chosen him as the Messiah, the “anointed one?”
The accounts of Jesus’ baptism describe the Spirit resting on Jesus like a dove.
Doves are a symbol of peace; they were also, along with lambs, the most common
sacrificial animals in the Temple ritual of Jesus’ time. In the Gospel of John, Jesus
is hailed by John the Baptist as the “Lamb of God,” who would die on the altar
for our sins. God’s work is the work of peace; but for Jesus it led to the Cross. As
you put away Christmas cards or holiday decorations, help your child find lambs
and doves in their designs. You may want to cut them out and make a mobile or
collage. Add a cut-out star for Epiphany, and place your design where it will
remind you of the Messiah’s work of sacrifice and peace.
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